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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Ed Jones 

Hello Fellow Airstreamers!  As I assume the honored role of 
President of the newly named Northern Virginia Airstream 
Club, I am awe-struck by the natural wonders that we, as 
Americans, have experienced recently.  In August, the country 
whole-heartedly embraced the awesome spectacle of the solar 
eclipse (occurring quite appropriately on August 21st, Beth and 
my 41st anniversary ).  People planned vacations around this 
event, some two years in advance, purchased official viewing 
glasses or made their own devices for indirect viewing from 
pizza or cereal boxes and then patiently waited and watched 
and saw…the solar eclipse, happy to see whatever percentage 
of the full eclipse they were able to see (barring cloud cover-
age) and lasting all of two or three minutes.  It’s not that a total 
eclipse of the sun is a rare occurrence.  It happens fairly fre-
quently at sea.  But having it chart a diagonal land swath 
across the United States, well, that is a significant, once-in-a-
lifetime occurrence for many. 

Then just four days after the eclipse, Hurricane Harvey hit 
Texas with a vengeance creating unprecedented damage.  And 
awesome went to awful in a heartbeat.  Yet the resilience and 
expediency of the Texans and the resolve of the rest of the 
country to help their fellow Americans has seen the word 

“awesome” resurface.  As Beth and I drive to our rendezvous site in 
New Bern, NC to begin leading “The American Revolution – Southern Campaign” caravan, we are gratified 
to report that the fourteen Texans on our caravan roster are fine and their homes not damaged at this point.  
We are so thankful for this.  Nevertheless, as we officially begin the caravan which is slated to visit Wil-
mington, NC, Charleston, SC and Savannah, GA we are closely watching Hurricane Irma to try to project/
guesstimate where she’s going which might necessitate a change in direction.  This scenario has brought 
new meaning to the Airstream slogan, “Fun, Fellowship and Adventure”. -with emphasis on Adventure.   

We’ll check back with you next month.  The caravan ends on October 16th and I’ll let 

 you know how things worked out.  In the meantime, remember you’re the oldest you’ve ever been and the 
youngest you’ll ever be.  Make the most of it! 

Pirate House Image 

Our new President and First Lady Beth 
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NORVA Officers 
 
President—Ed Jones 
708-780-6597 
thunderhorse16@yahoo.com 
 
1st. Vice President      
Edgar Simmons 
540-421-1756 
edsimmjr@aol.com 
 
2nd Vice President- 
Jackson McBroom 
757-345-0060 
jtmcbrm@aol.com 
 
Secretary- 
Elaine Ulrich 
703-724-3954 
egulrich1@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer-Paul Pearce  
434-295-7389 
pauls_cyn@yahoo.com 
  
Membership Director- 
Tom Carmichael  
804-245-1710 
tomc@sportsimageinc.com 
 
Newsletter Editor- 
Lew Brodsky 
703-451-0122 
lbrodsky@cox.net 
 
Legislative Director- 
TBD 
 
Storekeeper- 
Cecil Hoosier 
540-937-3527 
hoosierw@sprynet.com 
  
President-Lloyd Ulrich 
703-724-3954 
lloydugator@yahoo.com 

  

 9 Barbara Cox 

13 Robert Bolling 

14 Glenna Winnie 

15 Edgar Simmons 

Editors Note. 

This is the last newsletter for this editor.  I have enjoyed very 
much doing the newsletter for the past several years.  I know 
that Lew Brodsky will provide a great newsletter for you.   
Look forward to reading and enjoying the NORVA News.   
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"American Revolution - 
Southern Campaign"  

Sept 6-Oct 14 2017 
Leaders Ed &Beth Jones 
Dick & Jane Arnold,  
Lew & Cathy Brodsky,  
Edgar &Kathy Simmons,  
Chuck & Sally Walters. 
Paul & Cynthia Pearce 
Bob & Carol Luther 
 

Gone to Texas 
Sept 24—OCT 27 2018 

Cecil & Della Hoosier 
Kevin & Jane Quinn 
 
 
     Got a caravan 

lined up?  Let us 
know so we can 
list it here!!! 

Commonwealth Rally  
By Tom Carmichael 

 
The Commonwealth Rally was held in Front Royal Virginia.  It was 
hosted by the Virginia Unit inside the town limits at the Bing Cosby 
baseball stadium. 
 
Twenty two Airstreams came with representation from all four Virginia 
Airstream clubs.   NORVA had Cecil and Hoosier, Bill and Sylvia Wor-
rell's, Lloyd and Elaine Ulrich, Tom Carmichael, Ralph Uttech, and Ger-
ry and Patsy Nagel.  Doug and Susan Anderson were in the area for a 
school reunion and stopped by Saturday evening and Sunday morning. 
We started the Rally with a pot luck dinner on Thursday night. Friday we 
were severed breakfast and had a short meeting of places to visit and 
some history about Front Royal.  Front Royal has a trolley that covers 
the town sites and runs every hour which was pretty cool.  
   
We all met back at 4:00 for Happy Hour and then went down town to the 
Elements restaurant. What a nice meal and our own area for the installa-
tion of officers.  
Saturday we hosted the breakfast Della and Ellaine cooked four awe-
some egg pies stuffed with all kinds of goodies and the rest of us help set 
up. Saturday was open for everyone to take in all the history in the area 
or the beer tasting festival down town. The dinner was back at the picnic 
area with hamburgers and hot dogs with all types of side dishes. We had 
three gentlemen entertain us with some good foot tapping music and then 
we were served some ice cream with toppings. The pictures tell it all and 
I am glad I hooked up the Airstream for a fun filled Airstream rally.  

Two New Batteries and off 
to the rally 

Pictures for this newsletter are  
from Tom Carmichael and Cecil 
Hoosier.  

Joyce Werner of the Tidewater unit instituted a contest last year at 
the Commonwealth.   She gave out 40 Oyster shells to be decorat-
ed and brought back this year.  One person, Rhonda Evans, 
brought her Oyster Shell and took home a $100.00 dollar bill.  
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ANOTHER GREAT RALLY FOR AIRSTREAMERS, Nov. 3 & 4, 2017  

JOIN US AT THE 60TH ANNUAL URBANNA OYSTER FESTIVAL! 

RESERVATION / RALLY FEE COUPON 
OYSTER FESTIVAL RALLY,  
Nov. 3-5, 2017, Urbanna, VA 

 
  Name (s)  _________________________________  WBCCI #____________ 
  
  Address    _________________________________      WBCCI Unit:_________   
 
  Rig type (circle one):    Trailer     Motor home  Length:__________________ 
 
  Planned arrival date (circle one):   Nov. 2    Nov. 3.   (Depart Sunday, Nov. 5) 
 
  Phone # to contact you: (        )__________  .  
  
 E-mail:      @-    .  
 
Please mail this coupon with your $75 rally fee, payable to Tom Carmichael, Address: 2203 Turtle Hill Circle, Midlothian, VA 
23112. 20 spaces are available. The first 20 reservations/checks received by Tom are guaranteed a space. 

Questions?  Call Tom Carmichael at (804) 245-1710.) 

See August 2017 Newsletter for Details 

 
 

December 2, 2017  
4:30 P.M. 

 
The Holiday PARTY/SOCIAL/GATHERING is being held at Jackson and Mary Ann McBroom’s home in 
Williamsburg Virginia.  The rally fee is $5.00 per person.   It is not necessary to bring a dish to pass, but if  
you desire to,  let the Jacksons know on the RSVP included here.   Please let them know if you are attending 
by November 15.   

HOLIDAY PARTY/SOCIAL/GATHERING      
RSVP  

NAME:            Rally Fee $5.00 Per Person. 
 
NUMBER ATTENDING:     TOTAL  $    
 
BRINGING A DISH   YES    NO    
 
Mail RSVP to  Jackson & Mary Ann McBroom 1661 River Ridge, Williamsburg, VA 23185  
 
Phone number 757-345-0060   Cell  757-746-6535 

mailto:E-mail:__________@_______.____�
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5 Year old 

Cynthia Pearce 

 

Preparing Friday Morning Breakfast 

Camping in Downtown  Front Royal  

Della, Elaine, Lloyd and Bill of NORVA 

Tom at Work 

Another shot of camping  

John Leake and Airstreamer 

Friday Potluck 
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Chuck Gregory Jewelry Making 

Paul Pearce International Trip 

 American Revolution- 
Southern Campaign 

 
Greetings from New Bern, North Carolina! 
On Tuesday, September 5, 2017, we arrived at our 
rendezvous site, New Bern KOA campground, fol-
lowing an easy 785-mile journey south from home.  
After overnighting at Pocahontas State Park, one of 
our top 5 favorite campgrounds, located south of 
Richmond, VA, we joined many WBCCI friends 
already here on Tuesday early afternoon.  The 
campground is located across the Neuse River from 
downtown New Bern.  It is a lovely campground, on 
the river, with a long pier on the river on which one 
can sit under protection of a roofed cabana area, rent 
kayaks, but best of all, watch the sunset across the 
river.  Just gorgeous! 
 
During the day on Wednesday, we drove into the 
very old, well-preserved, historic district.  Houses 
and buildings here survive and are residences today 
from the 1700’s forward.  New Bern was settled in 
1710 by Swiss immigrants, naming the settlement 
after Bern, the capital of Switzerland.  It is the 2nd 
oldest colonial town in NC.  New Bern was the co-
lonial capital at one time and later NC’s first state 
capital. 
 
Located on the confluence of the Neuse and Trent 
Rivers, New Bern is the birthplace of Pepsi-Cola.  
First invented by Caleb Bradham in his pharmacy in 
1898, Pepsi-Cola was bottled here in a factory loca-
tion that is no longer standing.  “The Birthplace of 
Pepsi Store”, however, was opened in 1998 on the 
100th anniversary of its discovery. 
 
On the advice of one of the natives, we took a ride 
into Cedar Grove cemetery to look at some very old 
and unusual gravestones.  It is the final resting place 
for Caleb Bradham, the Pepsi guy, Major John 
Daves, a Captain in NC Continental Army, Bayard 
Wooten, a photographer and artist who designed the 
Pepsi Logo in 1902, and several legislators both on 
the state and national levels of government, along 
with other prominent New Bern residents. 
 
Scattered around town are some 50 bear statues, all 
painted in various disguises depending on the busi-
nesses that have purchased them.  Outside of City 
Hall is a bear painted with our national flag and that 
of New Bern which is of deep yellow background  

with a black bear on the prowl with a long pink tongue 
protruding from its mouth.  Bern means “Bear” and the 
flag is similar to that of the town’s namesake city of 
Bern, Switzerland. 
 
In the evening we had our opening banquet at The 
Chelsea restaurant in the heart of downtown.  Our lead-
ers were dressed in their historic Colonial garb:  Beth 
in her peach-colored two-piece dress with a dressy 
head-cover, and Ed in his Navy Blue dress uniform of a 
Major General in the Continental Army.  It has become 
traditional that our leaders dress in the period of their 
historical caravans.  Our drivers’ meeting following the 
dinner was a discussion of the activities for the next 
day and a revelation of “Plan B” if Hurricane Irma in-
terferes with our next several stops.  Plan B is to go to 
Charlotte, NC, to the Speedway Campground which 
has 26 spaces reserved for us should we come inland 
away from the coast.  There we would be in an open 
area (no trees to fall on us) and hopefully, just weather 
rain and some wind, hoping that the category of the 
storm by the time Irma would reach that far inland 
would be downgraded substantially. 
 
Following an off and on rainy day on Wednesday, 
Thursday, September 7, was a “10.”  Our day began 
touring Tryon Palace, the replica mansion built in the 
late 1760’s for royal Governor William Tryon of the 
Province of North Carolina.  It became NC’s first capi-
tol and was considered the finest government building 
in Colonial America.  The palace was destroyed by fire 
in 1798.  The state’s capitol was moved to Raleigh.  
The red brick reconstruction took place in the 1950’s 
following a fund-raising campaign.  Furnishings from 
the 18th century both English and American antiques 
complete the recreation of what was an expensive, 
beautiful and formidable building for its time.   I must 
say that our docent was exceptionally knowledgeable 
about North Carolina History.  She could talk 195 
words a minute but she had no Southern accent so we 
could follow her for the most part.  She was from Con-
necticut, a history scholar and college instructor. 
 
Besides the palace, our tour included two smaller 
wooden houses:  The George Dixon House is an 1830’s 
structure, home to New Bern’s mayor and businessman 
(tailor).  George was not good with preserving his mon-
ey and he lost his shirt---pun intended.  The John 
Wright Stanley House is a larger hand-hewn pine with 
whitewash house built in 1783.  It’s colonial history 
significance is that President George Washington  
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came to this house during his “thank you tour” fol-
lowing the war.  From a Civil War perspective, it is 
a story divided.  Members of the family fought on 
both sides of that un-Civil War. 
 
We were with Gary and RoseMarie Anderson for 
the day.  Our plan was to have lunch following our 
activity and then take the New Bern Trolley tour on 
our own in the afternoon.  We found that the North 
Carolina History Center right there at Tryon Palace 
complex had a very nice café.  We were served a 
wonderful lunch there and have recommended it to 
the leaders as a choice for future caravaners.  It is 
located near the waterfront and had the deck tables 
been open, we would have eaten outdoors and en-
joyed a beautiful view as well. 
 
The New Bern Trolley tour was full of many of our 
fellow caravaners who also thought this was a good 
idea.  Our tour guide was a wealth of knowledge 
and pride of her town.  We viewed from the trolley 
many, many homes in the historical district, each 
with a story.  Most of the stories ended with, “but 
this was not its original location.  It was moved 
from ...such and such a place in town.”  She de-
scribed New Bern as a “mobile home park”—the 
“mobile” part meaning the wooden structures were 
physically moved to or from different locations.  
The most number of times a house was moved was 
5!!!  We disembarked at the Cedar Grove Cemetery 
for an overview of the burials there...we call it 
“Digging the Dead.” 
 
The final leg of the 1-1/2 hour tour was along the 
waterfront of the Neuse River.  One rather large 
Victorian-style house had been built with its front 
door facing a side street to avoid the view of the 
many piers that were on the waterfront at the time it 
was constructed.  Years later, the piers were re-
moved, a beautiful waterfront view came into being.  
The house was lifted and turned 90 degrees so the 
front door and steps face the water! 
 
Following our tour, Gary and RoseMarie took us 
over to Christ Church, the Episcopal Church, which 
is a reconstruction of the original here in the 1750’s.  
It was the Church of England and therefore, a gift 
was made from the King for the church.  Commun-
ion silver, a King James Bible called the “vinegar” 
edition, a very rare book, and a Book of Common  
Prayer, all gifts of King George II in 1753, are on  
display.  The “vinegar” edition refers to a mis-
spelled word “vineyard” in the text which the  

proofreader did not catch. The silver communion goblet 
is still taken out and used a few times a year during spe-
cial church services. 
 
Across the street was The Pepsi-Cola Store which we 
stopped by to look see and get our pictures to show our 
Pepsi friends and family.  Nice memorabilia in there to 
see and T-shirts, of course. 
 
In the late afternoon we met at Lew and Kathy Brod-
sky’s site for our first GAM.  There we met with Paul 
and Cynthia Pearce from Northern VA unit, whom we 
have met before; Don and Helen Teegarden from Texas 
with whom we have traveled many historical caravans; 
Stan and Andrea Patterson, our youngsters on the cara-
van from Alabama with whom we have met and spent 
time at Balloon Rally and other region rallies and at 
Travelers Rest, our winter location.  Stan and Andrea 
are recently retired, early retirement for both.  They are 
wonderfully talented musicians with wonderful senses 
of humor.  Her parents, Ken and JoAnn Harrell are dear 
Airstream friends of ours.  More about them later on in 
the trip. 
 
In the evening we had a very serious drivers meeting 
about the future of our caravan.  Weather forecasts at 
the time were still unsure about the tracking of the Ir-
ma.  Ed and Beth spent their afternoon on the phone 
and making decisions.  The Wilmington, NC, Charles-
ton, SC, and Savannah, GA, stops, our next three, are 
cancelled.  They are waterfront ports that will be im-
pacted by storm surge.  There is evidence that perhaps 
going to Charlotte, VA, is not as safe a solution.  Our 
present campground can find room for us to stay anoth-
er night.  That is what the consensus of opinion was to 
do.  We will stay Friday night, rather than move on.  
We will meet later on in the day to review the forecasts 
and decide where to go from here inland. 
 
We are very supportive of our leaders’ decisions and 
suggestions and we are all in agreement at this point.  
The option is open for anybody to leave if they feel un-
safe or need to be somewhere else.  

So today, Friday morning, September 8, we are in a 
holding pattern in New Bern, NC, not too far from the 
Atlantic coastline.  It is a gorgeous day.  Wilmington is 
87 miles south of us.  We will find something to do 
here for sure.  Half of the caravan will have to relocate 
to another site in the campground to accommodate 
those new guests who have made reservations and con-
tinue to come in as life goes on.  
For Now, good day from 
Pepsi-Cola Bob and Tryon Carol 



NEWS LETTER EDITOR 
DELLA HOOSIER 
3448 HOLLY SPRINGS ROAD 
AMISSVILLE VA 20106 

www.northva.wbcci.net 

2017 NORVA SCHEDULE 
January 29 Riverside Dinner Theatre 

Frederiksberg Virginia   
Host  Jackson & Mary Ann McBroom 

February 5 “Super Bowl LI” Rally At the Hoosier 
Amissville Virginia  

Host Cecil and Della Hoosier 

March 11 “Splitsville” bowling center,  
Frederiksberg VA  12:30 for Lunch 

and Bowling  

April 7-9 Maintenance Rally @ Safford  
Camp at KOA Campground 

Host Jackson & Mary Ann McBroom 

April 26-30 Region 3 Rally 
Hiawassee, Georgia 

May 12-14 “American Heritage” Service Rally 
James Monroe’s Highland 
Host Jackson McBroom 

June 1– 16 Mystery Caravan  
Edgar and Kathy Simmons 

 July 22-29 International Rally  
Escanaba Michigan 

August 7-12 Galax Special Events Rally 
Host Region 3 

Julian & Lynn Clements 

September 22-24 Commonwealth Rally  
Front Royal VA  

Host Virginia Unit 

October  TBD   

November  3-4 Urbanna Oyster Festival Rally  
Folks want to do it again!!!! 

Host  Tom Carmichael and Lew Brodsky 

December  2 Holiday Rally Williamsburg 
Host  Jackson & Mary Ann  McBroom 


	October 2017
	VOLUME XLVII  ISSUE  1
	Page #
	NORVA  NEWS
	Page #
	VOLUME XLVII  ISSUE  1
	Page #
	VOLUME XLVII  ISSUE  1
	Page #
	VOLUME XLVII  ISSUE  1
	Page #
	VOLUME XLVII  ISSUE  1
	Page #
	NORVA  NEWS

